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Mission Statement: 

The mission of the Fort Adams Trust is to direct and support the stabilization, restoration, 
maintenance and operation of Fort Adams as a public historic site. 

www.fortadams.org 

   A Salute to the Summer 
Solstice, our ófriend and fund 
raiserô is Friday, June 19 at 
7pm. Please join us ï it is sure 
to be a great time! The event 
will begin with behind-the 
scenes tours of restored and 
unrestored areas of the Fort. 
Attendees will be greeted by 
the Artillery Company of 
Newport and the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians. The 
evening will continue with 
sumptuous summer foods 

from Russell Morin Fine Ca-
tering and signature cocktails 
featuring Thomas Tew 
Rum and Newport 
Storm products from 
Coastal Extreme Brew-
ing. Music will be pro-
vided by Johnny Hoy 
and the Bluefish. A 
sunset cannon salute will pre-
ceed a special tribute to Sena-
tor Teresa Paiva-Weed. A Si-
lent Auction will feature a 
variety of wonderful items 

including sunset sails, 
paintings by the Plein Air 

Painters, tickets 
to the Folk & 
Jazz Festivals and 
many more. Raf-
fle items include 
a Rooftop Sum-
mer Cocktail 

Party at the Hotel Viking and 
a stay in a luxury suite in one 
of Pearls of Newportôs hotels. 
For more information contact 
Laurie at 401.841.0707 . 

   The restoration and recon-
struction of the Redoubt/Jail 
outside the East Gate is com-
plete, and the 
Trust will occupy 
the second floor 
for its new of-
fices, putting the 
organization at 
the Fort for the 
first time in its 
history.  The 
odd shaped 
building has a 
very interesting history.  The 
original solid granite 
(including roof) structure was 
a redoubt protecting the East 
Gate of the Fort within the 
extensive system of earthworks 
that once encircled the entire 

Fort except for the West Wall.  
The building was converted to a 
jail and extended (in granite) to 

create a Guard 
Room according 
to plans dated 
1867, and later 
added onto 
again with a 
wooden second 

story for addi-
tional jail cells 
and office 
space.  The 

second story was removed 
sometime in the 1930s. 

Fortunately a photograph was 
taken of the building with its 
second story and earthworks 
intact sometime in the late 
nineteenth century showing the 

north façade with its promi-
nent porch and stair, and 
another photo taken in the 
early twentieth century shows 
the south façade.  The docu-
mentation provided by these 
photos allowed the Newport 
Collaborative Architects to 
design an accurate reconstruc-
tion of the building with its 
second story.  The earthworks 
cannot be recreated, but the 
remaining works on the north 
side of the Redoubt have been 
cleaned up and the masonry 
walls restored to the extent 
possible with the stones on 
site.  An interpretive sign is in 
the works to inform the visitor 
about the earthworks, the 
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building, and the fact that 
the entire project was de-
signed to meet energy con-
servation benchmarks.  
The Trust expects to 
receive a ñGoldò level 
certification from 
LEEDS, the body that 
sets the standards in the con-
struction industry. 

   Inside the building, the first 
floor contains four restored jail 
cells with operable cell doors 
and, in the space formerly oc-
cupied as a Guard Room, a 
meeting room that can accom-
modate up to 24 persons.  Be-
cause the 1867 addition did 
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civilians in authentic 19th 
century uniforms and dress will 
invite the public to spend a day 
in their life, and to learn about 
everything from military tac-

tics, to cooking and 
family life during the 
Civil War.  Both the 
Union and the Con-
federacy will be repre-
sented for this one-of-

a-kind family event that takes 
you back to a place and time 
crucial to our country's history. 

   The schedule is filled with 
artillery and troop drills, medi-
cal demonstrations, camp life 

   Two days of living-history 
activities will bring the sights 
and sounds of the Civil War 
to Fort Adams this summer, 
during our Civil 
War Living History 
Weekend, on Sat-
urday and Sunday, 
July 18-19. Events 
begin daily at 10 
a.m. and include re-enactors 
carrying out dramatic simula-
tions of assaults on Fort Ad-
ams, as well as re-creations of 
the daily life of soldiers and 
civilians during the 1860s.  
During the event soldiers and 

and battles.  Visitors to the 
Encampment will travel back in 
time and will be able to spend 
as long as they like amongst the 
re-enactors, asking them ques-
tions observing the various 
exercises and demonstrations. 
For those wishing to attend 
both days of the Encampment 
to see all the activities, a special 
half price readmission for Sun-
day will be available.  While 
reenactment ticket stubs may be 
redeemed throughout the sea-
son for $1.00 off admission for 
our daily guided tour, only 
members may experience both 
activities for free!  
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not demolish 
any part of the 
original struc-
ture, the angu-
lar ñprowò of 
the original 

building 
juts out into 
the meeting 
room, show-

ing off the granite masonry and 
the embrasures for rifles.  A lift 
operates between the first and 
second floors to provide access 
to the Trust offices.  The sec-
ond floor, for which no origi-
nal plans have been found, is 
designed with an open floor 
plan including five worksta-
tions, storage and meeting 
spaces.  The extra work stations 

will permit the Trust to solicit 
needed volunteer help to run its 
programs (see article above), and 
provide up-to-date space and 
equipment for interns. 

   The Trust is extremely grateful 
to the Newport Collaborative 
Architects and The Damon 
Company, as general contractor, 
for the outstanding work on the 
project.   The Trust also thanks 
the funders who made the pro-
ject possible:  capital grants and 
Open Space & Recreation bond 
monies from the RI Department 
of Environmental Management, 
two grants from The Champlin 
Foundations, and a grant from 
the Governorôs Commission on 
Disabilities to help pay for the 
lift. 
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   Completion of 
the Redoubt/Jail 
and new offices for 
the Trust creates an 
important opportu-
nity to supplement 
the staff with 
regular volun-
teers who can 
take over certain functions 
and programs.  The new work-

stations at the Trust offices 
are all tied to-
gether through a 
server, facilitating 
this possibility.  
Two positions 
come to mind:  a 

Membership 
Secretary could 

take over the processing of all 
membership applications and 
renewals; a Volunteer Coordi-

nator could be responsible for 
soliciting and supervising the 
help needed for several dis-
crete projects each season. 

These tasks (and others) could 
be carried out by volunteers 
willing to commit to one or 
two days part time per week 
on a regular basis.  Please 
contact the Trust if you would 
like to talk about helping out.  
Thank you! 

Volunteers Needed! 

New office work stations  



JULY 
 6th, Monday   McGrath's Public Clambake, 6pm-9pm 

MAY 

 23rd, Saturday Fort Opens for Guided Tours 
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JUNE 
 6th, Saturday  5th Annual Family Day, 11amï4pm 

     Rain Date - Sunday, June 7 

 18th & 19th  Civil War Living History Weekend, 10am-5pm 

  Free Admission for Members Only 
 

Tours depart from the Fort Adams Visitor Center daily, every hour on the hour from 
10:00am to 4:00pm, through Columbus Day.  View the officers quarters , explore the 
underground listening tunnels and climb the rampart walls to breathtaking views of 
Newport Harbor.  Still the only way that the public may experience Fort Adams, our 

guided tours continue to educate visitors about Forts long  history as well as our current 
and future plans for its restoration.   

Remember Only Members Tour for Free! 

Admission is FREE for the entire family. Come and enjoy a variety of entertainment, activities and attrac-
tions which includes professional clowns, face painting, balloon animals, kite flying and games. The March 
of Dimes is organizing a Touch A Truck event with lots of big, cool vehicles to touch, climb on and sit in.  

HARBOR TOURS available on The M/V Gansett, departing from the Courtesy Dock at 12noon, 1pm & 
2pm [fee applies].  RECYCLE your electronics ï drop off your items to ETM Greenôs booth [fee applies].  
Special Guided Tours of the Fort will be offered from 11am ï 4pm, departing every half hour from the 

Visitor Center. Adults - $5/Youth (6-17) - $2.50/Children 5 and under Free. Food and craft vendors will 
be selling items throughout the day. 

Sponsorship and Volunteer Opportunities are available. 

Reenactors representing both the Union and Confederate Armies will bring the sights and 
sounds of the Civil War to life in Historic Fort Adams. This fun filled event has something 
for everyone with artillery and troop drills, medical demonstrations, lectures, camp life, and 

battles.  See the article on page 2 for more details. 

Join us for A Traditional Old Fashioned Clambake, in celebration of McGrath Clambakes 40th Anniversary. 
All proceeds will benefit the Fort Adams Trust. Dinner is buffet-style. Pricing is for dinner with and without 
lobster as well as a childrenôs menu.  Advanced reservation is required. No tickets will be sold at the door. For 

more information or reservations contact Laurie at 401.841.0707 or llabrecque@fortadams.org.  

 19th, Friday         A Salute to the Summer Solstice, 7pmï10pm 

This ófriend and fund raiserô is to benefit the Fort Adams Trust and will be the kick 
 off to the summer season.  The event will begin with viewing several restored and unrestored areas of the Fort 

and continues with summer food tastings, specialty beverages, a sunset cannon salute and Colors ceremony; live 
entertainment a silent auction and more. See the article on the front page for more details. 


